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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for controlling a plurality of devices of 
different device types connected to a host system, comprising: 

receiving, by an input/output processor (IOP) on a network server system, a 
device request from a network server operating system; 

invoking a device driver of the network server system to handle the device 
request: the device driver being configured to operate as a single, integrated device 
driver to support the different device types of the plurality of devices; 

determining , by the device driver of the network server system, a particular 
device type of the different device types to which one of - the plurality of - dovices is the 
device request is directed; 

creating a host system request for the particular device type ens- of th e plurality 
of d e vic e s ; and 

sending the host system request to an [[IOP]] input/output processor of the host 
system. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the IOP on the 
network server system includes [[a]] the device driver for receiving the device request 
and determining the particular device type to which on e of th e p l urality - of doviooo i s the 
device request is directed. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the device request is a 
Small Computer System Interface (SCSI) request directed to a storage device 
connected to a SCSI bus of the host system. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the host system request is a direct 
memory access (DMA) request. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the plurality of devices 
include ono or moro different types of storage devices selected from the group 
consisting of a direct access storage device (DASD), an optical drive, and a tape drive. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5 wherein the device driver is a 
SCSI MINIPORT configured to create host system requests for each type of storage 
device d e vic e s connected to the host system. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5, further comprising: 
executing the host system request on [[thej] one or more storage devices of the 

particular device type . 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5 wherein the device request is 
directed to a virtual storage space defined on one or more storage devices of the 
particular device type , 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, further comprising: 

executing the host system request on a virtual storage space defined on the one 
or more storage devices. 

10. (Currently Amended) A medium containing program code that, when 
executed by a computer, causes the computer to perform a method for controlling a 
plurality of devices of different device types connected to a host system comprising: 

receiving, by an input/output processor (IOP) on the computer, a device request 
from a computer operating system; 

invoking a device driver of the computer to handle the device request: the device 
driver being configured to operate as a single, integrated device driver to support the 
different device types of the plurality of devices; 

determining , by the device driver of the computer, a particular device type of the 
different device types to which ono of tho plurality of d e vic e s conn e ct e d to th e host 
system-is the device request js directed; 
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creating a host system request for the particular device type ono of tho p l ura l ity 
of d e vic e s ; and 

sending the host system request to an [[\OP]\ input/output processor of the host 
system. 

11. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 10 wherein the IOP on the 
computer operating system includes [[a]] the device driver for receiving the device 
request and determining the particular device type to which on e of th e p l ural i ty of 
d evic es- i s the device request is directed. 

12. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 10 wherein the device request is 
a Small Computer System Interface (SCSI) request directed to a storage device 
connected to a SCSI bus of the host system. 

13. (Original) The medium of claim 1D wherein the host system request is a direct 
memory access (DMA) request. 

14. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 10 wherein the plurality of 
devices include ono or moro different types of storage devices selected from the group 
consisting of a direct access storage device (DASD), an optical drive, and a tape drive. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1 4 wherein the device driver is a 
SCSI MINIPORT configured to create host system requests for each type of storage 
device device s connected to the host system. 

16. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 14 wherein the method further 
comprises: 

executing the host system request on the one or more storage devices of the 
particular device type . 
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17. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 14 wherein the device request is 
directed to a virtual storage space defined on [[the]] one or more storage devices of the 
particular device type , 

1 8. (Original) The medium of claim 1 7 wherein the method further comprises: 
executing the host system request on a virtual storage space defined on the one 

or more storage devices. 

19. (Currently Amended) A method for controlling a plurality of Small Computer 
System Interface (SCSI) storage devices of different device types connected to a host 
server system, comprising: 

sending a SCSI request from a network server operating system to an 
input/output processor (IOP) on the network server system, wherein the IOP on the 
network server system includes a device driver for receiving the SCSI request; 

invoking the device driver to handle the device request: the device driver being 
configured to operate as a single, integrated device driver to support the different device 
types of the plurality of SCSI storage devices: 

determining, utilizing the device driver, the particular SCSI storage device type of 
the different device types to which on e of th e plurality of SCSI storage dev i oes -4 s the 
SCSI request is directed; 

creating a host server system request for one of the plural i ty of SCS I otorago 
devices the particular SCSI storage device type : and 

sending the host server system request to an [[IOP]] input/output processor of 
the host server system. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 19 wherein the plurality of SCSI 
storage devices is selected from the group consisting of a direct access storage device 
(DASD), an optical drive, and a tape drive. 
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21 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 20 wherein the device driver is a 
SCSI MINIPORT configured to create host system requests for each type of SCSI 
storage device devic e s connected to the host system. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 19 wherein the host system request is a direct 
memory access (DMA) request. 

23. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 19, further comprising: 
executing the host system request on the one of the plurality of storage devices 

of the particular SCSI storage device type . 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 19 wherein the SCSI request is 
directed to a virtual storage space defined on one of the plurality of SCSI storage 
devices of the particular SCSI storage device type . 

25. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 24, further comprising: 
executing the host system request on the virtual storage space defined on one of 

the plurality of SCSI storage devices of the particular SCSI storage device type . 
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